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or to see their country ruled according to Spanish ideas
in the interests of Spain.

Mary soon showed that there was good reason to fear
her. In February, 1555, Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester,
was burned at the stake as a heretic. From that time tilns;ecu"
onward till the end of Mary's reign, about ten persons cSnmer.
were burned every month: the total mounts up to nearly
three hundred. Even the Archbishop Cranmer was not
spared. Every effort was made to lead him to declare
himself a Roman Catholic: he was kept long in prison;
he was sentenced to death, and then told that his life would
be spared if he recanted; he was taken to witness the last
agonies of his brother-Protestants being burned alive. In
a moment of weakness he gave in; he signed a declara-
tion that he had returned to the Roman faith. But the
weakness passed, and when in spite of the declaration he
was brought to the scaffold, he repudiated it and thrust
into the flames the erring right hand with which he had
signed the cowardly document, that it might first be
consumed.

Three other bishops perished in the same way.   As a
whole, however, the persecution fell upon the poorer Effect of
classes.    Unknown men went peacefully to the most mutton,
horrible of deaths sooner than deny what they believed,
or save themselves by a lie. The sight of this simple faith,
which was not to be overcome even by the flames, did more
to make men admire the Reformers, and seek to imitate
them, than all Mary's cruelties could do to terrify them
into being Catholics.

Bishop Latimer, when in the midst of the fire, showed
the same spirit when he cried to his fellow-sufferer,
Bishop Ridley, " Be of good comfort, Master Ridley,
play the man; we shall this day light such a candle, by
God's grace, in England, as I trust shall never be put
out".